Culture clash

Freese and Cruz face

off in battle of
contrasting styles
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Cracking the whip
British racing’s new
rule makes it a
laughing stock
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Ingvall seen
as threat to
Wharington
record

The two-time world
champion is cautiously
confident of setting a new
time in dash to Vietnam

Alvin Sallay
alvin.sallay@scmp.com

Grant Wharington’s seven-year-old
record will be at risk when the Royal
Hong Kong Yacht Club’s VinaCapital
Hong Kong to Vietnam Race gets
under way today.

The Singapore-based raider, Audi
Ultra, is expected to take line honours
and smash Wharington’s 'old time of
42 hours 45 minutes and 41 seconds
under two-time world champion
Ludde Ingvall.

The Finnish-bom Australia resi-
dent is confident of setting a new
time in the Super Maxi. But he has
wammed that he should not be expect-
ed to top the podium after IRC handi-
caps have been applied to the finish
times unless he and his crew have an
exceptional race.

“That will only happen if our
crew work is good enough and we do
not make any mistakes, especially as
the smaller boats are a lot more agile
and generally easier to sail,”
said Ingvall.

His pre-race predictions seemed
to hold water after the outcome of
the China Coast Regatta last week-
end, where top Hong Kong sailor
Neil Pryde and Hi Fi, his modified
Welbourne 52, grabbed the IRC Rac-
ing Division 0 honours with four first-
placed finishes from seven races.

Another boat which will take
part in the 656-nautical mile dash
from Hong Kong to Nha Trang, is
the EFG Bank Mandrake, owned
jointly by Nick Burns and Fred
Kinmonth, which won the IRC Rac-
ing Division 1 category with five top-
place finishes.

Postponed from last year due to
the proximity of Super Typhoon
Megi, the Hong Kong to Vietnam
Race will start just past noon today.

Nine boats — Audi Ultra, Freefire,”

Hi Fi, Zanzibar, Ambush, EFG Bank
Mandrake, Sell Side Dream, Cutting
Edge and El Oro - will take part in the
event, which is also a qualifying race
for the Rolex Sydney to Hobart Race
later this year.

Pryde is looking for another off-
shore win with his well-drilled crew,
while Sam Chan is back again with
his latest TP52, Freefire. From Singa-
pore, Jonathan Mahoney on Hum-
phreys 42 Zanzibar is participating
for the first time.

Audi Ultra is hot favourite to take
line honours, though multiple Syd-
ney to Hobart winner Ingvall believes
a bit of luck — perfect weather condi-
tions — and a faultless race will be key
factors if they are to break Wharing-
ton’s 2004 record on Skandia Wild
Thing.
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Ludde Ingvall’s Audi Ultra Super Maxi, a hi-tech, lightwei
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ght boat in th; ;laters off Kellett Island in Hong Kong.

ingvall hopes to smash Wharington’s old time of 42 hours, 45 minutes and 41 seconds. Photo: May Tse

Test of faith
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i Will Villas-Boas turn to
" Fernando Torres for
Champions League clash?

RUGBY UNION

ALL BLAC

T0 DAMP
EXPECTA]

New Zealanders increasingly see t}

final against France as aiready in th

betting odds on a win and 2 victory parac

Associated Press in Auckland

The All Blacks are trying their best to
manage the expectations of fellow
New Zealanders who think that Sun-
day’s Rugby World Cup final against
France is in the bag,

The host nation was on a knife
edge all of last week, anxious that the
All Blacks’ World Cup drought might
be extended with another semi-final
loss to Australia.

Since victory, high anxiety has
been succeeded by easy confidence,
especially after a sluggish France
barely beat a 14-man Wales 9-8 in the
first semi-final. The All Blacks also
pounded France 37-17 in the pool
stage, giving their fans supreme belief
that World Cup victory is a given.

Yesterday, the national betting
agency was offering New Zealand to
win the final at NZ$1.10 off a NZ$1
(HK$6.22) bet, while parlaying
France at NZ$6.

“I'm not a betting man, but we
were maybe paying something simi-
lar the last time we lost to them at the
World Cup,” centre Conrad Smith
warned. “Everyone’s been writing
them off, but if they’re told what [the
TAB betting agency is] paying, when
you're told that as an athlete your
motivation is done for you.”

Smith said the All Blacks, just as
they did against Australia, had “an
element offear” of France, simply be-
cause the French sensationally
knocked out New Zealand in the 1999
semi-finals and 2007 quarter-finals.

“We've already talked about how
good a feeling it was last week and
how it'll count for nothing — no one
will remember it — if we don’t do the
business this weekend,” Smith said.
“We're proud of how we played last
week and we want that feeling again.”
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MOTOR RACING

Britons give la
champ bitters

Familv and fans mourn
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Marketing formula
Milk makers agree on
new code of practice
for promotions
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All hands on
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Bleeding the sick
Private hospitals are
raising fees while
making big surpluses
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SECURITY

Media improvement .
measures at new Legco

A series of improvement measures
were rolled out by the govemment
yesterday in response to criticism
over curbs on the media at the new
Legco headquarters at Tamar,
including opening a passage
between the chamber and ante-
chamber, where lawmakers always
pass by. One more press room,
closer to the chamber, is being
added and the press area at the

The 27-year-old man, who also
injured three airport staff, had to be
pepper-sprayed by the officers be-
fore he could be restrained.

The security breach, in which the
man got on the tracks of the airport
shuttle train system shortly before
4pm yesterday, is the first of its kind

ciifford Lo and Danny Mok

An Israeli man was questioned by
police last night after he managed to
breach arestricted areaat HongKong
International Airport and injure two
armed officers from the Airport Secu-

Investigation under way after ‘emotional’ man breaks into restricted area
and injures five airport workers, halting shuttle express for four hours

The incident halted train services
between two stations in the east and
west halls of Terminal One for
around four hours, and service re-
sumed at 8pm, according to the Air-
port Authority.

A spokeswoman said authorities
were investigating how the man,

“Ben”, got into the restricted area.
Police described him as being “emo-
tional” and said he injured two
armed officers and three airport em-
ployees. Security officials used pep-
per spray on the suspect before he
was oyerpowered and arrested, a
spokesman said.

Allfive injured and theIsraeliwere
treated for minor injuries at Princess
Margaret Hospital in Kwai Chung.
The Israeli was arrested on suspicion

Sailors cast off for
HK to Vietnam race

deck
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ISRAELI HELD OVER AIRPORT BREACH

not been charged as oflast night. The
Airport Security Unit was formed in
1977 and provides security primarily
in terrorist incidents at the airport,
known as Chek Lap Kok.

Officers routinely carry Glock 17
pistols, Heckler & Koch MP5 sub-ma-
chine guns and expandable batons.

Philip Curlewis, an expert from a
security and investigation company,
said the man was “very lucky” not to
be shot during the incident, as would

at an airport in the United States or
Europe.

But he said security at the Hong
Kong airport was strong enough,
such that cases of this kind were rare,

He said the govemment and the
tourism board took the city’s image
into consideration when determin-
ing security levels.

“It’s hard to justify an upgrade in
airportsecurity” when the majority of
cases involve a low level threat of ter-

entrance will be setin a better rity Unit. since the facility opened in 1998. whom police identified only as of assaulting police officers, buthad havebeenthe caseifithad happened  rorist attack, Curlewis said.
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The unemployment rate remained
unchanged at 3.2 per cent for July
to September, while the under-
employment rate fell from 1.8 per
centto 1.7 per cent.
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Proportion of wealthy Hongkongers
' who owned a smartphone (%)

Year set to be one of
city’s top 10 driest

This year is on track to become one
of the top 10 driest on record, the
Observatory said. Only 1,386
millilitres of rainfall was recorded
until October 17, which was 39 per
cent less than normal. The driest
year on record is 1963, when 901
millilitres of rainfall fell on the city.

Source: Synovate

Rich splash the cash
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Sample: 20,000 across Asia, 1,747 in
Hong Kang (top20 per cent of earners
based on monthly household income)
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