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Hunt for Singapore sailors to race with top pros 

 
 

With a high-tech yacht, team aim to put together world-class crew 

 

by Tan Yo-Hinn 

Updated 09:24 PM Sep 05, 2011

SINGAPORE - If you're good enough, an exciting professional 
career with a monthly salary of about S$6,000 may be on offer 
for Singapore sailors. 
 
That's what the management team behind the Singapore-based 
Audi Ultra Super Maxi racing yacht team hope will help attract 
more Singaporeans to take up professional sailing. 
 
"Our objective is to become an internationally recognised racing 
team for Singapore, and the crew can do this if they choose to do 
it full-time," co-skipper and two-time world champion Ludde 
Ingvall, 55, told TODAY. 
 
"Can you imagine a Formula 1 racing team consisting of amateurs 
and showing up for an F1 race?" 
 
Yesterday, two-time Asian Games bronze medallist and 
SingaporeSailing CEO Tan Wearn Haw, who also competed at the 
2000 Sydney Olympics, was named the team's co-skipper of the 
28-strong crew - half will be local-born - together with 
Singaporeans Yurii Siegel and Paul Khor, at the official launch at 
Marina Bay. 
 
An annual budget of about S$100,000 is needed to run the team 
and its programmes, and their first meet is in Hong Kong from Oct 
14-16 and Vietnam on Oct 19, followed by the King's Cup in 
Phuket in December. 
 
The selection criteria is being finalised, and the partnership is 
part of a pilot programme between Audi Ultra and 
SingaporeSailing until Dec 31 this year. 
 
Spanning 30m long and 40m tall, the 21.8 tonne Super Maxi is 
among the world's most advanced and lightweight ocean racing 
yachts. 
 
"We want to help sailing here get to the next level," said Ingvall. 
"But SingaporeSailing can only worry about Olympic classes, and 
there's no way to get to the next level, which is professional 
sailing. Singapore has the talent, it's just putting the different 
parts together." 
 
Tan, 32, added: "It allows us to bridge the gap between amateur 
and professional sports. For a sailor, you need platforms like this 
to cross over into the professional circuit ... This also gives sailors 
the opportunity to network with the professionals." 
 
 
 
Follow the Audi Ultra racing team on mobile and web on 
www.bigboatracing.com, www.youtube.com/bigboatracing and 
www.yuuzoo.com/regchannel/sailing. 
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