PRESS RELEASE

Audi ultra Super Maxi racing yacht sails into Singapore skippered by one of the world’s sailing legends
SINGAPORE 25 AUGUST 2011
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Traffic at Marina Barrage came to a standstill on Thursday, as the 30m-long, 40m-tall Audi ultra Super Maxi racing yacht was lifted into Marina Bay.

Singapore is playing host to one of the worlds most advanced and lightweight Ocean racing yachts. With a sail that is nearly the size of five tennis courts; the Audi ultra is a game-changer in the world of competitive sailboats. Weighing 21.8 tonnes, it is one of only five Super Maxi yachts in the world.

Known over the last two years as YuuZoo, the holder of various world records in sailing has been re- branded as Audi ultra, and will be sailed and campaigned by the Audi ultra racing team under the Singapore flag. The racing team will consist of the top Singaporean sailing talent, combined with experienced International yachtsmen and women.

Through the launch of this programme, the owners of the Super Maxi, together with the Singapore Sailing Federation, want to further strengthen this base, initiate a strong and active Big Boat Sailing future for Singapore and help young Singaporean sailors become world-class yachtsmen and women.

This is the first time a yacht of this superlative class and size will be anchored here, and Singaporeans will get a chance to see it from the plaza of Marina Bay Sands throughout September before it is moored at One Degree 15 Marina Club where it will be based when not competing in regattas around the region.

The three owners of the boat – Thomas Zilliacus and Ron Creevey - co-Founders of Singapore-based YuuZoo Corporation, one of the world’s leading mobile media and mobile payment companies – and Ludde Ingvall, (the) former world-record holding legendary skipper and builder of the Audi ultra - believe that Singapore has the potential to sail in the America’s Cup in the future.

“We are happy and proud to be able to bring this world-class yacht to Singapore”, says Thomas Zilliacus on behalf of the 3 boat owners. 
“Ludde Ingvall is one of the world’s most accomplished yachtsmen and super yacht skippers. His dedication to youth sailing and charity is legendary. We aim to carry that legacy into Singapore, and create a globally successful team that all of Singapore can be proud of”, Thomas Zilliacus concludes. 

.
Ludde Ingvall 
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Ludde Ingvall, the skipper and builder of the Audi ultra, is a marketing consultant (B.Bus.Sc (Marketing)) and professional yachtsman. Over 13 years as the skipper of the hugely successful maxi-yacht Nicorette (featured in the book "Super brands"), he helped establish Nicorette as one of the most recognized global brands. Ludde also consults on leadership, teamwork and management skills. 

He has twice competed in the Whitbread Round the World Race (crew 1985/86 and skipper 1989/90). He has won the Fastnet Race twice along with the Sydney to Hobart Race twice and is a two times World Champion. He is also a former holder of the Trans-Atlantic monohull record and has crossed the Atlantic 12 times under sail. 

He is a board member of YuuZoo Corporation, the naming partner of the Super Maxi in 2009-2010, and has worked extensively and internationally with companies like Nokia, Sony, Ericsson, Mercedes-Benz, Canon, Volvo, Microsoft, Compaq, Swedish Telecom, Dell, Pharmacia, Skandia, Audi, Toyota, etc. in promoting their products and enhancing their brands. 

Thomas Zilliacus 


Thomas Zilliacus, co-Founder, CEO & Executive Chairman of YuuZoo Corporation, is a globally recognized visionary, innovator and leader in the mobile business space. He has had a significant number of years working in senior management positions with global industry leaders in the mobile industry. He is the Chairman and Founder of Mobile FutureWorks Inc., an investment and development company focused on the mobile space, and is YuuZoo’s largest shareholder.  Prior to forming Mobile FutureWorks, he held various senior management positions with the world's leading mobile handset company Nokia, including Regional Director for the Asia-Pacific region, which he built from scratch and now has over US$20 billion in annual revenues. 

Apart from being the Regional Director for the Asia-Pacific region, he is also the;

· Managing Director for Nokia Southeast Asia 

· Senior Vice-President, Corporate Communications

He is a board member of South-east Asia's largest mobile handset manufacturer and distributor, Spice i2i Ltd, Chairman of its Nominating Committee and a member of its Shareholder Value Enhancement Committee. He is also a board member of Spice Mobility, India’s largest local handset manufacturer, and a senior adviser to several international companies in the wireless space, such as NASDAQ-listed China Voice Corp and US-based Scanbuy Inc.

A former top football player with Finland’s leading football club HJK, Thomas was later the chairman of the club, winning the Finnish League and beating Liverpool FC in the European Champions League. In Singapore, he was the manager of Geyland United FC for five years, winning the Singapore Premier League as well as the President’s Cup. He is a co-owner of one of Finland’s leading ice-hockey team, Jokerit, and the stadium
were the next World Championships in ice-hockey will be played. Since 1986, Thomas has lived in Singapore, and since 1996, he has divided his time between his offices and homes in Singapore and Finland.

Ron Creevey 
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Ron Creevey is co-Founder and Executive Director of Singapore-based YuuZoo Corporation, one of the world’s leading mobile media and mobile payment companies. He started his career at Magna Data, Australia's first Internet Service Provider, as the NSW Sales Manager in 1997 and was fast-tracked to National Sales Manager in 1999. Ron was responsible for many of Australia's first commercial Internet links and was credited with being involved in many of the first major Internet deals in Australia. Magna Data was purchased in 2000 by Davnet and later sold to NTT Japan for US$140 million where Ron remained on as Managing Director of Magna Data.

In 2008, Ron teamed up with mobile pioneer Thomas Zilliacus and founded YuuZoo. He has sailed in Ocean Races notably the Sydney Hobart for the past 12 years as a crew member of Nicorette and YuuZoo, being part of the winning crew in 2000 and coming second in 2001 after Nicorette sailed into a category 5 tornado off the coast of Australia. 
Background – Audi ultra 
The Audi ultra racing team has over the last 25 years been one of the most successful sailing teams in the world. The team has run campaigns in partnership with international corporations and represented major premium brands. 

Super Maxis are the yachts that claim all serious world records in sailing, be it Trans-Atlantic crossings or speed records. The Audi ultra is 95 feet in length and 14 storeys high, making it highly visible when sailing into any harbour in the world, and delivering instant brand visibility.
The skipper of the boat, Ludde Ingvall, is a two-time world champion and world record holder. He and his team have achieved:

· 2 x World Championships in the Maxi class

· 2 x Line honours in the Rolex Sydney to Hobart race

· 2nd in the 2001 Sydney to Hobart after being caught in a tornado

· 2 x Overall and line honours in the Rolex Fastnet Race

· Set the Trans-Atlantic World Record from New York to England

· 6 x Overall victory in the Gotland Runt race in Sweden

· 2nd in the South Atlantic Race from Cape Town to Rio de Janeiro

· Line honours and overall victory in the 100th Anniversary of the Chicago to Mackinac as well as the following year

· Winner of the Canon Big Boat Challenge
Official Web Site 
www.bigboatracing.com
 

Official Social Platform

www.YuuSail.com
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Official YouTube Channel

www.youtube.com/bigboatracing
 
Technology
The Audi ultra is one of the worlds most advanced and light-weight ocean racing yachts. She boasts a carbon fibre/nomex sandwich construction: a huge sail to weight ratio; a canting keel and numerous high-tech design features. She is designed by Simonis & Voogd of Holland and built by Concept Yachts in Sydney, Australia. Whilst today’s yachts are a miracle of technology, they ultimately still use the power of the wind as their source of power. Yacht designs in the modern era are highly sophisticated with knowledge and technology drawn from aerospace, Formula One and space research. 

The Audi ultra boasts a state of the art canting (swinging) keel. This gives the yacht an incredible amount of stability, which in simple terms means more horsepower to drive the yacht through the water. 
About YuuZoo

                                                                                             

YuuZoo Corporation (www.yuuzoo.com), headquartered in Singapore, is one of the world’s fast-growing mobile media companies. 

 
YuuZoo’s patent-pending targeted mobile social networks are packaged and branded for specific age-, interest- and location based groups. All targeted networks run on in-house developed mobile technology platforms, which includes a global mobile payment platform. 

 
With a focus on emerging markets, where mobile growth dramatically outpaces growth in the developed markets, YuuZoo today has millions of registered users in 164 countries across all continents. 

 
YuuZoo grows internationally by appointing local franchisees in each market. The franchisee receives from YuuZoo a full turn-key solution that enables an immediate launch of a huge range of targeted mobile social networks, content stores and payment platforms.  

 
Through its highly focused market approach, the company offers exciting advertising opportunities for advertisers who want to reach targeted customer segments.
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Set up and managed by some of the world’s leading experts on mobile VAS, payments and social networks, the company has recently announced its plans to list on NASDAQ within 2011.

For more information and interview requests contact YuuZoo PR Manager Ngozi Onwuchekwa: Ngozi.o@yuuzoo.com
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